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The megacity Constantinople
Post-aurora, before the synthetic rains…
A visitor from the Vatican -Seat of the Unified Church of
the Holy Roman Empire.

Humility...

Always humility...

created,written and illustrated by:
Jonathan Hickman

It has been
arranged?
Announce yourself,
then enter.
Ahem. Your
Majesty, I...

www.pronea.com

Hiss.

You will follow the
forms, your Holiness.

Sigh...

The forms, of
course.

Witness! I declare that for now,
and for all time - eternity, the Holy
See, the seat of heaven on Earth,
prostrates itself before the throne
of the boundless empire of Rome.
I am the all-enlightened
totality of a thousand holy
men.
We serve that she may
flourish; I serve that others
know obedience.
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I have come seeking
an audience.

I am the Bishop of Rome, the Panchen
Lama, the Pratyekabuddha, the Last
Caliph, the Eternal Priest of Amon-Ra,
the Black Rabbi and the White Shaman...
...I am the Vicar
of Christ.
I am the
Gene Pope.
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And I am the King
of the World.

Is it time for
a snack?
PART ONE: Destroy the Past.
Create the Future.

The Hidden Records
There will be talk of confusion in regards to our purpose. Let that end
now!
The choice was ours, and as such, we claim all responsibility. What we
did was not for personal glory, honor or some simplistic belief that we
are right while so many others are wrong. What we did was for
humanity itself.

PAX

There are those that believe that all human behavior can be labeled or
described (by psychological and anthropological study based on
biology and chemistry which themselves are subject to the primordial
laws of nature) as primate in nature. We disagree.
We believe that not only is man not limited as such, but his very
humanity is marked by his ability to overcome that nature – to go
beyond his social and genetic boundaries and realize the vision of a
new society.
And if, in the short term, the cost to achieve that is blood, so be it. We
will do whatever it takes to destroy the past and create a greater future.
October 29th, 312 AD
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Because it suits me.
And when your grandfather reinstated the validity of my
seat, it was on the condition that the Church, that I protect
and divulge certain millennial truths – many of which have
been forgotten, or intentionally obscured, over time.
Your father saw the
danger in this.
The danger that I (someone who believes in a
higher calling than the state) know what very
few others have been privileged to know.

Your father, the Emperor, is
dead - by his decree you have
been named his successor.

Which brings me to the reason I am here.
If you permit, I would like to fulfill my
duty… to teach you the things that you
cannot learn in books or on your own.

So congratulations, but I must
say, I was disappointed to learn
that your siblings have been
either exiled or imprisoned.

Oh, it’s storytime
isn’t it?

If you wish,
it is indeed.
I do wish it.
Very well.

There are no records
of what I am about to
tell you.
Wasn’t me - I’ve already
ordered everyone freed…

The Secret Vatican Archives
The Gene Pope
A Series-7 Gene Pope of the Unified
Church. It is genetically engineered from
the preserved DNA of 1026 holy men and
women. Upon natural [21 instances],
accidental [45 instances], or intentional
[17 instances] death, the new Pope is
created petri-in-vitro and regrown at an
accelerated rate in a synthetic uterus.
The Gene Pope serves as the main
storage vessel for all data contained in
the Secret Archives of the Vatican. It is
the living embodiment of the Church.
NOTE: Hourly memory uploads ensure
successful capture of virtually all
enlightened data.

…well, everyone except
my brother Maximian…
…He should learn to keep
his hands to himself.

In the great oral tradition of the
Unified Church, it has been passed
down intact - genetically imprinted
- word for word for all of this time.
At any time, only the King of Africa,
myself and the Emperor of Holy
Rome - you - know the entire story.
This is why we three will never be
together - to protect the truth, which
must remain hidden for all time.

The Secret Vatican Archives
Do you understand? Can
you keep a secret?

Emperor Constans IV
Lucius Flavius Constans [born in Naissus, the province of Moesia
Superior] is the 10th Emperor of Holy Rome and the ceremonial
Head of the Unified Church. Emperor Constans IV [Constans the
Worthy] recently assumed the throne at the age of 4. Like all
children of patrician birth, he is a perfect genetic specimen. His
strength and mental capacity are enhanced, and his life expectancy
is estimated to be 250 years. Long live Constans the Worthy!
NOTE: Emperor Constans has four brothers and one sister.

My father always said his father, my Papa
Rafi, made a big mistake by re-splitting the
position of Emperor and Pope – that men
like you, monsters of religion, shouldn’t
have any say-so in ruling society...
...He said that you
shouldn’t be trusted.
Why do you wear
that funny hat?

Oh, yes.

Good. In the old future, due to economics
and ethnic population shifts, what was
called Europe had been overrun by the
religion called Islam; and in the East and
West, monotheism was on a perpetual
wane. Because of this, the religion called
Catholicism was facing a certain end.

And then, when all appeared
lost for the Catholics, a great
opportunity was delivered to
the Black Pope, Pius XIII.

Yes. Now listen closely,
little Emperor…

…This is how men like your
father, and his father before
him, changed the world.

As with most things truly
revolutionary, it began with
a scientific breakthrough...

